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Beautiful saints, planted by grace in this place, peace be upon you! 

 

We entered 2021 with a better sense of what the COVID pandemic could mean for us 

as “church” and society, as well as feeling the knock-on effect of this pandemic on our 

economy. In particular we were more prepared for a combination of in-person and on-

line ministry. In the end there were only two lockdowns where churches were closed. 

However, through the year we did not see a massive return to in-person worship, and 

particularly people with young families and the youth remained absent. For this reason 

we maintained only one service on a Sunday, which has had the effect of growing 

intimacy of our relationships in the community.  

 

We began 2022 seeing a growing number of people returning to in-person worship, and 

in particular a growing number of new people. There is a sense of freshness and hope 

in the air as we continue to grow, and while we are careful to maintain our COVID 

compliance we are offering more fellowship opportunities around our ministry 

offerings. 

 

I offer this report as a reflection on what we have achieved and learnt from 2021 and 

outline some priorities for 2022. 

 

We had identified 4 areas of focus for 2021 in the spirit of doing a few things well.  

 
1. Creating a vibrant virtual ministry with offerings that are timeous and relevant. This 

means that whether in-person or not our members are able to journey through the 

liturgical year together, as well as fellowship with one another. 

• We began 2021 by creating a hybrid service format with both in-person and 

on-line (through zoom). Deep gratitude goes to the team led by Own Rodgers 

who worked hard to make this option available (Tam & Ethan Huntley, 

Sonique Whitebooi, Jonathan Pienaar). However, there were very few people 

who joined the service on-line and so after 2 months we suspended this 

offering.  

• During the 2 lock-downs of 2021 our ministry moved to the virtual platform. 

We offered the “Service of the Word” each Sunday, a midday reflection every 

Wednesday, morning & evening reflections daily, a weekly evening prayer on 

zoom, and a Lent Course on-line.   

• It was with great relief that Easter was in-person and these services were very 

well attended. 

• Our Advent course was offered in-person and on-line as we continue to seek 

to minister to people in ways that are most convenient for them.  

  

2. Create a youth centered community, that supports and learns from our young people. 

This includes creating youth relevant content for our social media platforms, as well as 

deeper engagement with parents. 
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• The ministry that was most affected in 2021 was our youth ministry. With no 

option to hold Sunday School, our children’s ministry struggled to engage 

parents to create virtual resources. Our youth VIBE continued with monthly 

on-line offerings and guest speakers. And we created a new youth CONNECT 

group for post-high school participants. However, all of these initiatives did 

not necessarily translate into weekly Sunday attendance.  

• Our Youth ran a number of key services in the year – with the most successful 

being our Good Friday service. We hope that they will again take up this 

opportunity to minister to us in 2022.  

• In December the youth VIBE and CONNECT had an on-site social which was 

a huge success particularly because they had not had much opportunity to meet 

in person for most of the year.  

• Our confirmation candidates who had completed their course in 2020 were 

finally confirmed in October 2021. This service was outdoors and extremely 

well attended. Thank you to the family and friends of our candidates for staying 

the course through this uncertain time! 

• We also managed to baptize a number of children who had not had the 

opportunity due to COVID and lock-down restrictions.  

 

3. Find creative ways to utilize the beautiful property that makes us so unique. This 

involves partnerships with others and while abiding by relevant regulations, ensuring 

that the gem we have is shared.  

• An exciting new partnership was begun with Scouts in 2021 and they have 

been a great contributor to the upkeep of the space and plans for 2022 

renovations.  

• We built a beautiful outdoor worship space and find that our numbers increase 

dramatically when we host in this space.  

 

As we look to 2022, my discernment is that God is inviting us into becoming a 

prayerful community. This deepening of our individual and corporate prayer-life will 

be critical to us embracing our ministry of all believers, and being the priests of God to 

a broken and wounded world. I therefore offer the following scripture to guide us in 

deepening our prayer life: Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer 

(Romans 12:12). 

 

Based off our November 2021 Strategic Planning session we have made three big 

decisions: 

 
1. To align ourselves more closely with the Diocesan Vision of growing a “ministry of all 

believers”. In order to do this, we are re-structuring our Parish Council to reflect the 

pillars that support this vision, namely Spiritual Formation, Vibrant Christian 

Community, Radical Outreach and Visionary Servant Leadership. These pillars will 

work to support and give life to the different ministries we currently offer, and 

encourage the growth of new ministries. We thank those people who are currently 

leading the various ministries for their willingness to continue. 

 

What we have learnt is that our members live extremely busy lives, with many 

competing priorities. Therefore we hope that this new structure will create ministry 

opportunities that are discrete and time-bound, thus giving more space for broader 

participation. One of the first tasks of Parish Council will be for each pillar to choose 
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1-2 strategic actions for the year and engage existing ministries to support them in 

living these out.  

 

2. To embrace and freshen our “brand”, by including the discipleship journey of: Belong, 

Believe, Become and using this to inspire all ministry and activities of our community. 

Included in this will be a new logo which incorporates our existing Chalice, Cross and 

Olive Branch with the peacock that is so associated with our space and in the Christian 

tradition is a symbol of the resurrection. 

 

We are currently engaging a graphic design artist to assist, and once we have some 

options these will be presented to the parish. This new brand will then guide all our 

communications going forward, including new signage outside the property.  

 
3. Finally, we have discerned that God seeks to share this beautiful site with the 

surrounding community thereby giving us an opportunity to be priests to them, by 

meeting them in their ordinary and everyday needs. To this end our major project for 

2022 will be revamping the youth center into a multi-purpose community center with 

a coffee shop. This will be done using our funding model of partnerships, volunteer 

labour and financial contributions.  

 

Concurrent with this will be a landscaping plan for the entire site, which allows our 

space to be more accessible and user-friendly. We are committed to maintaining a quiet 

and natural environment for reflection, meditation and relaxation.  

 

In closing, I am deeply appreciative of my contract being extended for another year. It 

is a tremendous privilege and joy to serve as Interim Rector in this community. Your 

love and generosity is deeply humbling, and I am so grateful for the ways in which you 

all carried me through the loss of my mother. I am very excited by what I sense God is 

doing in and with and through us, and look forward to prayerfully following where 

Jesus is leading.  

 

Thank you to the parish and especially Parish Council for your unfailing support; and 

thank you to the many individuals who have responded so beautifully to Gods call to 

minister in this place. And of course, deep gratitude to my beautiful family without 

whom I would definitely not be able to minister. 

 

May God continue to bless, keep and guide us as we journey through the year into the 

fullness of His grace, deepening in prayer as we travel. 

with much love and light on you all 

 

Revd. Anastasia 

 


